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. U, S, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ' ', 
, •. • Wage and Hour and Publ ic Contracts Div i s ions 

' ' ,. Washington 25, D.C. • . 

NEW WAGE ORDERS FOR TWO FJERTO RICAN INDUSTRIES PROPOSED BY MCCOUffi 

Notice of h i s i n t e n t i o n t o adopt new minimum wage orders for -bwo indus 

t r i e s in Puer to Rico was announced today by Wm, R, McComb, Adminis t ra tor of the 

Wage and Hour and Publ ic Cont rac ts D i v i s i o n s , U, S, Department of Labor. ; 

The wage orders would apply t o some 5,000 employees in the i n d u s t r i e s 

o f f i c i a l l y des igna ted as the "T/holesaling, Warehousing, and Other D i s t r i b u t i o n 

I n d u s t r i e s " and t o about 1,300 employees in the "Hooked Rug I n d u s t r y . " 

The wholesa l ing , e t c , employees wpuld r e c e i v e 40 cen ts an hour ins tead 

of the p re sen t 35 c e n t s . In t h e o t h e r i n d u s t r y , employees making hand-hooked 

rugs would r ece ive 18 cen t s an hour , i n s t ead of t h e p r e sen t 15 c e n t s , for hand-

t u f t i n g and hand-sevdng o p e r a t i o n s , and 27 cents an hour, i n s t ead of t h e p r e sen t 

24 c e n t s , for a l l o thers o p e r a t i o n s . In a d d i t i o n , a r a t e of 40 cents an hour 

would be provided f o r t h e machine-hooked rug d i v i s i o n of t h e i n d u s t r y . 

Texts of the proposed wage o r d e r s , and the f indings and opinions upon 

which t h e y are based, are publ ished today i n t h e Federa l R e g i s t e r , I n t e r e s t e d 

p a r t i e s are given 15 days i n which t o f i l e except ions and suppor t ing r ea sons , in 

q u a d r u p l i c a t e , w i th t h e Admin is t ra to r in Washington, D . C , 

The A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s a c t i o n today follows a publ ic hear ing a t which i n 
t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s were afforded an o p p o r t u n i t y t o express t h e i r views on t h e 
recommendations of an i n d u s t r y committee which s tud ied cond i t ions in the indus 
t r i e s l a s t summer. Under a s p e c i a l p rov i s ion in the Wage and Hour Lavr, i t i s 
p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h minimum wage r a t e s for Puer to Rican ' i ndus t r i e s lower than 
t h e 40-cen ts -an-hour minimum which p r e v a i l s for the c o n t i n e n t a l United S t a t e s , 

The proposed e f f e c t i v e da t e in the vage orders i s May 24, At the ex
p i r a t i o n of t h e 15-day per iod of n o t i c e begun today, the Adminis t ra to r vr i l l give 
n o t i c e of h i s f i n a l a c t i o n . 
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